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§416.51

§416.51 Conditions for coverage—In-
fection control.

The ASC must maintain an infection
control program that seeks to mini-
mize infections and communicable dis-
eases.

(a) Standard: Sanitary environment.
The ASC must provide a functional and
sanitary environment for the provision
of surgical services by adhering to pro-
fessionally acceptable standards of
practice.

(b) Standard: Infection control program.
The ASC must maintain an ongoing
program designed to prevent, control,
and investigate infections and commu-
nicable diseases. In addition, the infec-
tion control and prevention program
must include documentation that the
ASC has considered, selected, and im-
plemented nationally recognized infec-
tion control guidelines. The program
is—
(1) Under the direction of a des-
ignated and qualified professional who
has training in infection control;

(2) An integral part of the ASC’s
quality assessment and performance
improvement program; and

(3) Responsible for providing a plan of
action for preventing, identifying, and
managing infections and commu-
nicable diseases and for immediately
implementing corrective and preven-
tive measures that result in improve-
ment.

[73 FR 68813, Nov. 18, 2008]

§416.52 Conditions for coverage—Pa-
tient admission, assessment and
discharge.

The ASC must ensure each patient
has the appropriate pre-surgical and
post-surgical assessments completed
and that all elements of the discharge
requirements are completed.

(a) Standard: Admission and pre-sur-
gical assessment. (1) Not more than 30
days before the date of the scheduled
surgery, each patient must have a com-
prehensive medical history and phys-
ical assessment completed by a physi-
cian (as defined in section 1861(r) of the
Act) or other qualified practitioner in
accordance with applicable State
health and safety laws, standards of
practice, and ASC policy.

(2) Upon admission, each patient
must have a pre-surgical assessment
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completed by a physician or other
qualified practitioner in accordance
with applicable State health and safety
laws, standards of practice, and ASC
policy that includes, at a minimum, an
updated medical record entry docu-
menting an examination for any
changes in the patient’s condition
since completion of the most recently
documented medical history and phys-
ical assessment, including documenta-
tion of any allergies to drugs and
biologicals.

(3) The patient’s medical history and
physical assessment must be placed in
the patient’s medical record prior to
the surgical procedure.

(b) Standard: Post-surgical assessment.
(1) The patient’s post-surgical condi-
tion must be assessed and documented
in the medical record by a physician,
other qualified practitioner, or a reg-
istered nurse with, at a minimum,
post-operative care experience in ac-
cordance with applicable State health
and safety laws, standards of practice,
and ASC policy.

(2) Post-surgical needs must be ad-
dressed and included in the discharge
notes.

(c) Standard: Discharge. The ASC
must—

(1) Provide each patient with written
discharge instructions and overnight
supplies. When appropriate, make a fol-
lowup appointment with the physician,
and ensure that all patients are in-
formed, either in advance of their sur-
gical procedure or prior to leaving the
ASC, of their prescriptions, post-opera-
tive instructions and physician contact
information for followup care.

(2) Ensure each patient has a dis-
charge order, signed by the physician
who performed the surgery or proce-
dure in accordance with applicable
State health and safety laws, standards
of practice, and ASC policy.

(3) Ensure all patients are discharged
in the company of a responsible adult,
except those patients exempted by the
attending physician.

[73 FR 68813, Nov. 18, 2008]
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